Fingerprints
Adapted from Taking Fingerprints project 2 & Classifying Fingerprints project 3
from Detective Science by Jim Wiese

The skin on the palms of our hands (and the soles of our feet) is covered with tiny raised lines, called friction ridges.  These ridges allow people to pick up and handle objects easily.  Each person, even an identical twin, has a totally unique pattern of ridges on his or her hands and feet.  And for each person, the pattern on each finger or toe is unique and different from the pattern on every other finger or toe.

A fingerprint is an impression of these ridge patterns transferred to a surface.  Fingerprints occur because glands in our hands and feet secrete liquids, mainly sweat and oils.  These liquids leave the patterned mark of our fingerprints on almost everything we touch.

Look below at our counterfeiter’s thumb print.  Using the eight major classifications for fingerprints, shown on the right, how would you classify the thumbprint?


                                                                          Common Fingerprint Patterns  

Now use the ink pad to print your own thumb.
How would you classify your thumb print?















