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LOCATIONS:

ELDERSBURG
6400 W. Hemlock Drive, Eldersburg
410-386-4460

EXPLORATION COMMONS at 50 East
50 E. Main Street, Westminster
443-293-3000

FINKSBURG
2265 Old Westminster Pike, Finksburg
410-386-4505

MOUNT AIRY
705 Ridge Avenue, Mount Airy
410-386-4470

NORTH CARROLL
2255 Hanover Pike, Hampstead
410-386-4480

TANEYTOWN
10 Grand Drive, Taneytown
410-386-4510 

WESTMINSTER
50 E. Main Street, Westminster
410-386-4490

HOURS:

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 am – 8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Please recycle responsibly.

UPCOMING CLOSINGS:

Memorial Day 
Monday, May 26, 2025

Juneteenth 
Thursday, June 19, 2025

Independence Day 
Friday, July 4, 2025

Labor Day 
Monday, September 1, 2025

Currents is published by the Communications Department of Carroll County Public Library (CCPL).  
The content of CCPL publications, programs, and events does not necessarily reflect the views held by 
CCPL, nor does mention of businesses or organizations imply endorsement. 

Our Mission: Join us to experience lifelong learning through impactful programs, resources, and services. 

The library is committed to making programs available to everyone. Persons requiring assistance are 
encouraged to discuss needs with a librarian. Children 8 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

We often take photos and videos at the library to document library activities and share with our 
community. If you or your child do not wish to be in a photo or video, please tell a librarian.

Currents is available as a digital download: library.carr.org/currents.asp

Visit Our  
Website

For information on closings and 
program updates, please call  
your local branch or check  
library.carr.org

For programming, visit our online 
Calendar of Events: 
ccpl.librarymarket.com/events 
Pick up a monthly program guide at 
any library location.

View Our 
Programs

3      Director’s Message

3      CCPL Highlights

4      Summer Reading

5      Reading Recommendations

5      Staff Picks

6      Upcoming Author Events

6      Day for Book Lovers

7      Battle of the Books

7      Battle of the Books:  
         After Hours

8      Summertime at CCPL

9      Tell Us Your Story

10   The Value of Your Library Card

11   Support Your Library:  
        Friends of CCPL

INSIDE:

Connect With Us!

carrollcountypubliclibrary

libraryccpl

libraryccpl



Imagine a world without color. No lush greens of 
summer trees, no brilliant blues of the sky, no vivid 
splashes of paint across a canvas. It would feel flat, 
dull, muted, missing the very things that make life 
rich and memorable and, well, alive. Reading and 
stories work the same way.

Just as color brings vibrancy to our surroundings, 
reading brings richness to our lives. Books 
introduce us to new ideas, unique places, and 
interesting people. They help us feel more 
deeply, understand more fully, and connect 
more genuinely. Stories fill in the blank spaces 
in our world with emotion, empathy, and infinite 
possibilities. And sharing a beloved work of art, or 
a favorite story makes the experience all the richer 
and more enjoyable.  

That’s why this summer, we’re inviting you to join 
us as we “Color Our World” at Carroll County Public 
Library. Our summer reading theme celebrates not 
only the beauty of visual expression through art, 
but also the power of words to paint pictures in our 
minds. From hands-on art workshops and delightful 
performers to storytimes and book discussions, we’re 
offering experiences for every age that will awaken 
your creativity and expand your world.

Whether you’re mixing paints or turning pages,  
this is your season to explore boldly. Join us and see 
how much brighter your 
world can become. 

Andrea Berstler
Executive Director,  
Carroll County Public Library

CCPL Highlights

Third Annual 
K-Pop Party

Read Across 
America Day

Louise Penny
October 2024

Gordon Korman
January 2025

Harlan Coben
March 2025

Director’s Message

Reading puts color in our imaginations.
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A reading challenge 
for all ages!

Earn 300 points to finish 
the program and receive 
a free book donated by 
Penguin Random House. 
Earn 1,000 points to 
choose another book! 

How to Earn Points
• Read Books
• Submit Written or  

Picture Reviews
• Complete Activities

Books will be available 
beginning July 1.
Please pick up finishing 
and 1,000-point book 
prizes by September 10.

Summer Reading Events

Celebrate the fun 
of Summer Reading 
at your local library! 
See our calendar of 
upcoming events:

Sign up today!

carr.beanstack.org/reader365

ccpl.librarymarket.com/events 

Summer Reading 4



Curated lists for Summer Reading 
provided by NoveList
Find curated reading lists and book recommendations including 
book reviews, descriptions, and links to author home pages and 
other fiction websites to help you make decisions on your next 
read. Sign into NoveList using your library card at  
library.carr.org/collections/research.asp

Adults
By Any Other Name by Jodi Picoult
A Shore Thing by Joanna Lowell
The Healing Season of Pottery by Yeon Somin

Teens
Freshman Year by Sarah Mai
The Colliding Worlds of Mina Lee by Ellen Oh
The Weight of Everything by Marcia Argueta Mickelson

Ages 9-12
Doodleville by Chad Sell
The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall
Drawing Deena by Hena Khan

Ages 0-8
Nola’s Scribbles Save the Day by Cristina Lalli
The Concrete Garden by Bob Graham
Time to Make Art by Jeff Mack

Staff Picks
The Corruption of Hollis Brown by K. Ancrum 
- TJ,Westminster Branch

The Chronicles of Castellane by Cassandra Clare
- Nate, North Carroll Branch

Bird Box by Josh Malerman 
- Katie, Outreach

Everything is Tuberculosis by John Green
- Christine, Finksburg Branch

Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir
- Elizabeth, Mount Airy

The Distant Hours by Kate Morton
- Barbara, Headquarters

Digital Resources:
The Baltimore Sun and The Carroll County Times
Brainfuse HelpNow and Brainfuse JobNow

Art & 
Artists
Art & 

Artists

S T O R I E S  A B O U T

Hush Hush by Laura Lippman
- Joy, Westminster Branch

The Book That Wouldn’t Burn by Mark 
Lawrence 
- Andrea, Eldersburg Branch

The Favorites by Layne Fargo
- Mallory, Headquarters

The Kamogawa Food Detectives 
by Hisashi Kashiwai
- Arielle, Headquarters

The Mercy of Gods by  
James S. A. Corey
- Lisa, Headquarters

Library of Things:
GoPro Cameras
Chromebooks

library.carr.org/collections/things.asp

Featured Collections & Resources

library.carr.org/collections/research.asp
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Upcoming Author Events

Summer Author Series
Brian Hester 
Wednesday, June 4 at 6:30pm | Exploration Commons

Eliza Knight 
Wednesday, June 11 at 6:30pm | Carroll Lutheran Village

Kaira Rouda 
Monday, June 16 at 6:30pm | Exploration Commons

Liv Constantine 
Wednesday, June 18 at 6:30pm | Exploration Commons

Kristina McMorris 
Saturday, June 21 at 2:00pm | North Carroll Branch

Laura Lippman 
Saturday, June 28 at 11:00am | Exploration Commons

Dan Fesperman 
Wednesday, July 23 at 6:30pm | Exploration Commons

Carole Hopson 
Wednesday, August 27 at 6:30pm | Exploration Commons

Presented by Carroll County Public Library 
and Park Books on Main

Advance registration required. 

https://tinyurl.com/summer-reads-25

Friday, August 8
1:00pm

Windsor Station at  
New Windsor Fire Hall

Ticket includes a signed copy of A Dog in Georgia 
by Lauren Grodstein, a light luncheon, and book 

buzz on new and upcoming releases.

Lauren Grodstein

Presented by  
Carroll County Public Library 

and Park Books on Main

Tickets: $60
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Battle of the Books

Congratulations to all the students, coaches, 
media specialists, library staff, and volunteers on 
another successful Battle of the Books season!

Thank you to our 2025 sponsors:

GOLD SPONSORS
Friends of the Carroll County Public Library
Kiwanis Club of Westminster

SILVER SPONSORS
Good Girl Companies
Penguin Random House

BRONZE SPONSORS
Campanella and Associates
Carroll County Chamber of Commerce
Laura and David O’Callaghan
Roaring Run Lions Club
Sykesville-South Carroll Rotary Club

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
A Supportive Book Club
Amy Miller Meyers
Art & Vickie Riley

Adults-Only Reading Trivia Competition

Battle of the Books: After Hours

For teams of 3-5 people
Registration opens June 9, 2025
Scan to learn more or visit:

library.carr.org/programs/BoBafterhours.asp
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Summertime at CCPL

Story Strolls are a fun way to enjoy reading while spending 
time in the great outdoors. Take a stroll down the path 
and explore our featured children’s book, engage in some 
physical activity, and learn something new along the way!

Deer Park Story Stroll
637 Deer Park Road in Westminster

Memorial Park Story Stroll
MD Route 140 at Park Drive in Taneytown

Leister Park Story Stroll
4134 Black Rock Road in Hampstead

Mr. Jon & Friends
All Ages • Join multiple Parents' Choice Award-winning musicians, Mr. Jon 
& Friends, for an interactive musical comedy show for the whole family. 
Mr. Jon & his silly friend George the Monkey will have you laughing and 
dancing along. A super fun, silly concert not to miss!

Little John's Gigantic Bubble Show
All Ages • Join the amazing fun as we explore different sizes and types 
of bubbles with Little John in this fun, interactive program. See volcano 
and smoke bubbles, and get surrounded by a giant bubble! 

Radical Reptiles
All Ages • Nicole Osborne presents an exciting line-up of exotic reptiles in 
this interactive program, with a chance to hold/touch the reptiles! Learn 
about reptile care, fun facts, and more!

Color Our World™ Obstacle Course
For Kids • Join Mr. Chris at the library this summer for a movement-filled 
adventure! This year’s program features 10 exciting PE-style stations, 
including rolling, underhand and overhand tossing, an obstacle course, 
and much more! Participants can move at their own pace, completing 
challenges and earning stickers on a special challenge card. Plus, each 
child will receive a fun coloring page to take home! Jump, roll, toss, and 
play while bringing color to your world—only at your local library.

See what’s 
happening at 

your library
Summer Fun  

for the Family!

This summer, help feed our 
hungry neighbors!  
Feeding Carroll Together is a 
countywide effort to combat 
hunger in Carroll County.   
Each of the six CCPL branches 
will be a collection point for food 
pantries in their local community. 
Your non-perishable donations 
will help stock the pantry shelves 
and help ensure your neighbors 
have enough to eat.

JUNE - AUGUST

FEEDING CARROLL TOGETHER 
FOOD COLLECTION
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Tell Us Your Story

Scan to 
complete 

the survey

or visit  
tinyurl.com/ccpl-stories

The library is an essential part of my and my 
family’s lives. Access to the local public library 
and all that it offers has added immeasurable joy, 
knowledge, and empathy to our lives. We are better 
citizens, better people, because of CCPL.

Holly G.

How has the library impacted your life?

NORTH CARROLL BRANCH

I never grew up going to the library. It wasn’t until 
I moved to Carroll County and had kids that I 
discovered all the magic that the library has to 
offer. My kids have learned so much and have had 
so much fun picking out books and taking part in 
the different programs the library offers.

Jennifer B. TANEYTOWN BRANCH

The library opens doors for me and my family to 
step outside this small town and explore the world 
through books, art, science and more. Whether it’s 
just stopping in to check out books or staying 
for events, we never leave without feeling 
inspired. It’s a place we have always felt at home 
and welcome and I’m so grateful for our library!

Sarah R. WESTMINSTER BRANCH
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The Value of a Library Card

What’s your library card really worth?

Paying for an 
Audible subsciption

Borrow audiobooks for free 
through Libby and hoopla

Purchasing magazine 
subscriptions

Read current and back 
issues for free on Flipster 

Subscribing for multiple 
online newspapers

Access online newspapers for 
free, including The New York 

Times and The Baltimore Sun

Subscribing for multiple 
streaming services

Watch ad-free movies and 
shows through Kanopy

Paying monthly for 
LinkedIn Learning

Access 16,000+ LinkedIn 
Learning courses for free

Paying monthly for a 
language learning app Learn 70+ languages for 

free on Mango Languages

Instead of this... Try this with your library card!

$8/month

$5/month

$40/month

$60/month

$40/month

$12/month

Buying 1 book from 
the store each month

Borrow books for free 
from your library

$20/month

Paying for an  
Ancestry subscription

$25/month

Plus free access to the internet and computers, board games,  
video games, meeting rooms, events and programs for all ages, homework 

and study tools, sewing machines, 3D printers, fishing poles, and more!

Access Ancestry for free 
at any library branch

Annual Savings: $2,520
Get your 

library card 
today!

library.carr.org
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SC
AN

 TO
 JO

IN Membership Fees
Individual Annual: $10
Family Annual: $25
Business/Organization Annual: $50
Lifetime Sustaining (Individual): $150

Friends of the Carroll County Public Library support the library through 
advocating for public funding for libraries, promoting awareness of 

public library services, and enhancing library program resources.

Support Your Library

PFLAG Westminster Carroll County Maryland Chapter • Freedom Dental Care • Carol Gorsuch • David Mount • Sarah Alouf & Family • Jess Andrews & Family • Sara J. Arnold & Family • Stephanie 
Averett & Family • Steve Hirsch & Beth Blevins  • Christie Boesler & Family • Colleen M. Bolton & Family • Michelle P. Brown & Family • Tom Bubnash & Family • Jennifer Chadwick-Moore & Family 
• Nancy Cook & Family • Becky Deisterhoft & Family • Donna Devilbiss & Family • Cindy Downs & Family • Marlene Duff & Family • Sally Ebare & Family • Carolyn E. Falco & Family • Carla M. Flaim 
& Family • Desiree R. Fleagle & Family • Jessica L. Gibbons & Family • Jeff J. Griffith & Family • Michael R. Guerin & Family • Teresa Higdon & Family • Tina D. Hoff & Family • Patricia Hollinger & 
Family • Denise M. Houle-Desmond & Family • Earle D. Hutchinson & Family • Shirley T. Jaraba Pena & Family • James V. Jones & Family • Michael Jozkowski & Family • Chris Kraisser & Family 
• Leslie A. Laino & Family • Kathleen W .Marasco & Family • Allison Marong & Family • Donna M Martin & Family • Tricia Mazujian & Family • Megan McCarthy & Family • Megan C. McCulley 
& Family • Rick & Barb McMahon • David H. Merkey & Family • Misti Anne Michalik & Family • Dara Nardini & Family • Carolyn Ostrowski & Family • Melisa Paye & Family • Stephen Pillmeier 
& Family • Emma Powell & Family • Jessica Quinn & Family • Jessi J. Rehrey & Family • Henry Reiff & Family • Melanie Richardson & Family • Ed Rothstein & Family • Sharon L. Row & Family • 
Dorothy G. Scanlan & Family • William Schaefer & Family • Danielle Schwessinger & Family • Rebecca Sharp & Family • Maria Smith & Family • Kate Strom & Family • Laura M. Thorpe & Family • 
Wendy Tunney & Family • Charles L. Van Horn & Family • Lisa Wack & Family • Thomas L. Walker & Family • Louisa Yoffe & Family • Yvonne Zeminski & Family • Allie Armitage • Joanne Armstrong 
• Lynne Barr • Elizabeth A. Behan • Janice Benenson • Bonnie Bock • Nicole Bowman • Linda Bradley • Karen Carr • Kendra Castle • Rebecca A. Chadwick • Bethany Chalmers • Jody A. Childers • 
Bonnie Cison • Juniata Gorsuch Clarke • Nancy E. Coats • Karen Covino • Diane D’Argenio • Rus De Ocampo • Dorothy H. Domingue • Karen Dulany • Doris Eckard • Kelly Ford-Brill • Stacy Fourhman 
• Rebecca R Fritts • Liuda R. Galinaitis • Megan Gardner • Donna Gozelanczyk • Diane Green • Melissa Guess • Kimberly Guldan • Cathy Guthridge • Jennifer Harrington • Dr. Kendra Hart • Jennifer 
A. Hobbs • Beth Hogg • Pamela M. Hohlbein • Ann Marie Iacono • Sue Ingalsbe • Cindiana King • Susan Kuss • Denise R. Laird • Paula Langmead • Sandra Anne Leitch • Traci L. Lijewski • Tammy L. 
Lombardi • Karen Long • Diane Lowe • Gina Martell  • Amanda McGuire • Constance McKain • Michelle Meagher • Brenda Mengle • Mary Middlekauff • Kathleen B. Morales • Janet Nickels • Mary 
E. B. Parker • Heather Pedulla • Karen H. Pelton • Ronald Pettie • Shirley Poling • Beth E. Reimer • Theresa Reisenauer • Margaret Ricker • Cynthia Ringgold-Goble • Pauline Z. Rose • Nadine B. 
Rosendale • Kathryn Sanborn • Susan H. Sanner • Katrina Schmidt • Carolyn Sheffield • Penny Smolek • Dorothy Stoltz • Mary Ann Straughn • Maritess Sutton • Ash E. Taylor • Kirstie L. Troutman • 
Marcia Updike • Eileen Vogelpohl • Taylor Wagner • Maria Warburton • Cindy Ward • Lyn Warner • Kerry Wheeler • Elaine Wigginton • Carol G. Wyman • Celeste Zerner • Theresa Mariner • Deborah 
Rowe • Donna Messiora • Frances Ann Bouchat • Gerry Bunker • Sarah Case • Andrea David • Julie Ford-Mount • Kari Ganske • Linda R. Hay • Kendal Hopkins • David J. Iacono • Edward R. Leiter • 
Colene Marshall • Rita L. OBrien • Heather Owings • Caroline Quattlander • Bryna Schaum • Gail M. Sorenson • Mary T. Wells • Jaclyn S. Wilson

library.carr.org/about/support.asp

A Supportive Book Club • Allie Armitage • Carole Baile • Lorna Barrett • Irene Battalen • Bryan de Lottinville • Lucinda Blob • Anne Blue 
Hayley Bonsteel • Ken Buerger • Blaire Bycoffe • Carroll County Genealogical Society • Carroll County MD NAACPu • Rebecca A. Chadwick 
Apichart Chalungsooth • Deborah Clarke • Paul Culan • Janet Davis • Dale E. Deaton • Tim Doyle • Bert Dudley • Patrick Dueppen • Valerie Falkow • Dawn FatiganteH • Desiree R. Fleagle 
Kelly Ford-Brill • Julie Ford-Mount & David MountH • Freedom District Lions Club, Inc. • Rosalie Gardner • Janet & Mike Garman • Kathryn Gilbert • Corliss Glennon • Carroll Citizens for Racial Equityu
Jeff J. Griffith & Diane Vaccaro • Brian Habecker • Jo Ann Hare • Elizabeth Healey • Janet Henry • Denise M. Houle-Desmond • Linda Ibex • Kennie’s Markets, Inc. • Travis Kersh • Marjorie R. Kimble 
Kiwanis Club of Mount Airy • Wade E. Krueger • Mallory Kusterer • Paula Langmead • Marjorie R. Lohnes • Cindy Lord • Timothy Lyons • Janice Mallardin • Maria Mazujian • Richard Mazujian 
Tricia Mazujian • John McLean • Michael Metz • Patricia Miller • Amy Miller MeyersH • Amanda Mosby • The Illustrious Women’s Book Group, in memory of Carol Lee Kershner • Scott L. Murchie 
Rachel Myers • Penguin Random HouseH, in honor of Cindy Lord • PFLAG Westminster Carroll County Maryland Chapter • Emma Powell • Margaret Ricker • Vickie & Art RileyH 
Roaring Run Lions Club, Inc.H • Barbara Rodean • Nicol Sager • Loretta Schueler • Edith Schuyler • Cheri Scobie • Sue Shaffer • Carolyn Sheffield • St. Paul’s United Church of Christu 
Holly Thompson • Frank Tontala • Marcia Updike • Winona H. Varnon • Robert Wack • Taylor Wagner • Westminster Kiwanis ClubH • Kerry Wheeler • Emily Wire • Sharon Hafner Yingling

THANK YOU  to our donors! = Exploration Commons at 50 East
H= Battle of the Books
u= African American Read In

WELCOME  friends!
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Help Corky, CCPL’s mascot, add some color to his book garden!


