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LOCATIONS:

ELDERSBURG
6400 W. Hemlock Drive, Eldersburg
410-386-4460

EXPLORATION COMMONS at 50 East
50 E. Main Street, Westminster
443-293-3000

FINKSBURG
2265 Old Westminster Pike, Finksburg
410-386-4505

MOUNT AIRY
705 Ridge Avenue, Mount Airy
410-386-4470 or 301-829-5290

NORTH CARROLL
2255 Hanover Pike, Hampstead
410-386-4480

TANEYTOWN
10 Grand Drive, Taneytown
410-386-4510 

WESTMINSTER
50 E. Main Street, Westminster
410-386-4490

HOURS:

Monday – Thursday: 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Please recycle responsibly.

UPCOMING CLOSINGS:
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Currents is published by the Communications Department of Carroll County Public Library. The content 
of CCPL publications, programs, and events does not necessarily reflect the views held by CCPL, nor 
does mention of businesses or organizations imply endorsement. 

Our Mission: Join us to experience lifelong learning through impactful programs, resources and services. 

The library is committed to making programs available to everyone. Persons requiring assistance are 
encouraged to discuss needs with a librarian. Children 8 and under must be accompanied by an adult.

We often take photos and videos at the library to document library activities and share with our 
community. If you or your child do not wish to be in a photo or video, please tell a librarian.

Currents is available as a digital download: library.carr.org/currents.asp

On the Cover: A family enjoying a beautiful day at the Leister Park Story Stoll. (CCPL Staff Photo)

Scan to visit the 
CCPL website!
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Andrea Berstler
Executive Director, Carroll County Public Library

Director’s Picks
Springtime!! The time of year when we can hang up those 

heavy coats and scarves and return to the outdoors. 
When our county sees the return of baby animals, flowering 
trees, green-growing things, and when we also begin 
planning summer vacations. Be sure to stop by the library 
for some great titles on planting gardens, finally getting to 
that DYI project, or to plan your next incredible road trip!

Beginner’s Houseplant Garden:  
Top 40 Choices for Houseplant 
Success & Happiness 
Jade Murray
For those who don’t have an outdoor 
garden, this user-friendly title offers 
practical and inspiring help for house 
plant beginners. Everything you 
need to know on soil mixing, watering, feeding, and 
more. Great for smaller homes with lots of space saving 
ideas. Lovely photography and many tips and tricks.

Machine Magic:  
Get The Most From the Decorative 
Stitches on Your Sewing Machine 
Deborah Louie
Let author Deborah Louie help 
you to create fabric flowers with 
decorative stich applique. This title 
walks you through the entire process, 
from planning and supplies to preparing the shapes, 
learning the stiches, and even quilting your project. Title 
includes 4 projects and 22 flowers plus leaf and clamshell 
patterns so you can be endless in your creativity.

A Gardener’s Guide to Botany 
Scott Zona
So maybe you want to be more scientific 
in your gardening approach? Then check 
out Scott Zona’s build to the biology 
behind the plants you love. Learn how 
they grow and what you can do to be a 
good “plant parent.” A great title to explore the inner 
workings of plants, with beautiful illustrations. 

Accessible Vacations:  
An Insider’s Guide To 10 National Parks 
Simon Hayhoe
Perhaps you would rather visit plants then 
try to grow or create them? Simon Hayhoe 
provides a guidebook for accessible National 
Park Service locations including Acadia, Maine; 
Denali, Alaska; Yosemite, California and 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. A great travel guide for those 
managing vacations with a traveler with special needs. 

The Creative Vegetable Gardener 
Kelly Smith Trimble
Want to make having a vegetable 
garden a little more fun? Join Master 
Gardener Kelly Smith Trimble as she 
offers ideas and inspiration for being 
a little more creative in the space 
where your food grows. She also provides some insights 
on making your garden more pollinator friendly.
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National Library Week
National Library Week is a national observance 
sponsored by the American Library Association (ALA) and 
libraries across the country every April since 1958. It is a 
time to celebrate the contributions of our nation’s libraries 
and librarians to promote library use. All types of libraries; 
school, public, academic and special, participate.

The theme for National Library Week 2023 is “There’s More 
to the Story” which highlights the fact that libraries offer 
so much more than books. Library programming brings 
communities together through book clubs, storytimes, 
technology programs, crafting classes, and lectures. Libraries 
provide entertainment, education, and social connection 
as well as Internet and technology access, literacy skills, and 
support for job seekers, businesses, and entrepreneurs.

Tuesday, April 25 is National Library 
Workers Day, a day for library staff, 
Friends groups, and the public to 
recognize the valuable contributions 
made by all library workers.

 Meet some of your CCPL workers on pages 6 and 7!

“The library is my sanctuary. It is a place of 
quiet discovery to any time or place to which 
I wish to go. It is a peek into lives, fictional or 
real. Books take me on glorious adventures. I 
still, at 82, have a feeling of awe and comfort as 
I enter our library. It is home. It is a blessing.”
 – Claire

“Thank you! Thank you for all the 
wonderful events that you put 
on for Carroll County Public 
Library. I feel so blessed to 
have such an opportunity to be 
able to attend these events.”

 – Tricia
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National Library Week

FY 2022 STATISTICS
(July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022)

 At a Glance

STATISTICS SNAPSHOT (December 18, 2021–November 1, 2022)

National Library Week is April 23–29

These Fiscal Year 2022 statistics provide a snapshot of the 
services that CCPL provides. Please note that statistical com-
parisons to FY 2021 are difficult due to post pandemic changes 
in the way our services are used. The construction project 
at Exploration Commons influenced the level of services at 
the Westminster Branch for several weeks of the fiscal year.

528,808
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Staff Core Values Highlights

“As Circulation Manager, Cathy 
is one of the first faces that 
customers see when walking 
into the Finksburg Branch. She 
warmly welcomes everyone 
to the library and there is no 

challenge that she cannot tackle 
in her calm and steady manner.”

CATHY HANCOCK
FINKSBURG BRANCH 

Kris provides staff support and customer 
service with equity. She has a positive 
attitude to the job and finds humor in 
tense overloads at work. Instead of 
being frustrated she digs in and helps 
wherever she can. She promoted the 

MVP staff awards which built moral. 
Kris is training to be an information 

substitute as well as circulation clerk which 
will make the transition into our new model very easy 
for her peers to follow suit. Sharing her love of reading 
by providing Reader’s Advisory to staff and customers, 
she laughs at herself and helps us laugh at ourselves 
when we have too many expectations without results.

KRIS McCARTER
ELDERSBURG BRANCH 

“Lynn Beard, Library Associate-
Children’s at North Carroll, does 
a great job of demonstrating 
how our branch cares about 
the community we serve. 
She goes out of her way to 

make sure every customer feels 
welcome and respected. Lynn’s 

creativity is constantly on display 
in her programs and all around the branch.”

LYNN BEARD
NORTH CARROLL BRANCH 

“Lori is one of the kindest people I know 
and there is not a day that goes by 
without her laugh being heard throughout 
the branch. Whether she is engaging 
with children during storytime or with 

other staff or volunteers, she always 
has a smile and a kind word to share.”

LORI HOLECHEK
 TANEYTOWN BRANCH 

Danielle has been with CCPL for 11 years, 
beginning as a page in high school and 
working her way through college as a 
circulation clerk before her promotion 
to page supervisor last year. Her 

upbeat personality and enthusiasm are 
contagious; her positive attitude makes such 

a difference to other staff and customers alike. 
She always has a smile on her face and a genuine 

eagerness to help people get what they need. Her strong work 
ethic and love of the library are evident as she helps both 
external and internal customers. Regardless of who she is 
helping–the shy child trying to articulate what he is looking 
for, the struggling job seeker navigating an online application, 
the frustrated coworker troubleshooting a stubborn printer, 
Danielle rises to every challenge with the goal of making 
that person’s experience both successful and exceptional.

DANIELLE ENDERS
 MOUNT AIRY BRANCH 

Tuesday, April 25, is National Library Workers Day, a day for 
library staff, users, administrators, and Friends groups to 
recognize the valuable contributions made by all library 
workers. In honor of this day, our branches have selected 
a staff member from each branch that exemplifies Carroll 
County Public Library’s Core Values. Our Core Values are:

• We treat everyone equally and with respect

• We meet each other with humor and kindness

• We build community

• We are risk-takers and leaders

• We inspire curiosity

• We embrace challenges and learn from mistakes

These are just a few of our many wonderful staff 
members who are committed to our community. 
Be sure to recognize your favorite staff member 
on National Library Workers Day this year!
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Staff Core Values Highlights

“Belinda embodies CCPL’s core values and 
mission.  Her kindness helps customers 
to feel welcome and accepted.  Belinda’s 
energy is contagious and brings many 
laughs to both her coworkers and 

customers. She exemplified dedication 
to the community when she initiated and 

coordinated the creation of the Story Stroll 
in Deer Park. Throughout the course of the project 

Belinda showed her ability to embrace challenges and 
learn from her mistakes. Creating the Story Stroll helped 
to build community by bringing several organizations 
together to create something that benefits the larger 
community. Families especially, enjoy going through the 
Story Stroll and look forward to the next book featured.”

BELINDA BAUMAN
CCPL OUTREACH 

“Mary has been with the library for 15 
years. In that time, she has shown herself 
to be the epitome of a brand ambassador. 
Marketing the library to her local 
community, creative ideas on spreading 

the library love and always willing to 
learn from new opportunities. She brings 

a wealth of experience and level-headedness 
to assisting customers from all walks of life.”

MARY HONEMAN
WESTMINSTER BRANCH 

Katie Haines, an Experience Design 
Specialist in Exploration Commons 
at 50 East, represents the core values 
of CCPL. With a strong history in the 
library system, Katie is always quick 

to assist customers and emphasizes 
accessibility in every decision she makes as 

an employee of CCPL. She works closely with 
nonprofit partners in the area to design programs 

for special needs and underprivileged communities.

KATIE HAINES
EXPLORATION COMMONS 

“Whether she’s filling an obscure title 
request from a remote academic library on 
the other side of the country or gathering 
book club titles from across Maryland, 
Mallory demonstrates our core values 
every day in the Interlibrary Loan (ILL) 

Department. She treats both internal 
and external customers equally and with 

respect, and always with humor and kindness. 
Her efforts not only help to build book club communities in 
Carroll County, but she also builds communities nationally 
through her active leadership chairing the ALA RUSA 
STARS Interlibrary Loan Committee and as a member of the 
OCLC Resource Sharing Conference program committee. 
We are proud of the work that Mallory does to foster great 
customer service through effective resource sharing!”

MALLORY DUFF
LIBRARY HEADQUARTERS
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Spring Author Series

To Be Read: LISA SCOTTOLINE
Thursday, April 6
6:30 PM  • Adults
Includes signed copy of Loyalty
Exploration Commons
ccpl.librarymarket.com/event/scottoline

$25 MASKS 
REQUIRED

To Be Read: JOHN CRIBB
Thursday, March 16
6:30 PM • Adults
Exploration Commons
ccpl.librarymarket.com/event/cribb

FREE

To Be Read: JENNIFER ROBSON
Tuesday, April 4
6:30 PM  • Adults
Exploration Commons
ccpl.librarymarket.com/event/
be-read-jennifer-robson

FREE
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Spring Author Series Presented by A Likely Story Bookstore and Carroll County Public Library

To Be Read: NORA MURPHY
Tuesday, May 30
6:30 PM • Adults
Exploration Commons
ccpl.librarymarket.com/event/nora-murphy

FREE

His Majesty’s Airship  
with S. C. Gwynne
Friday, May 5
6:30 PM • Adults
Carroll Lutheran Village
https://ccpl.librarymarket.com/event/airship

FREE

To Be Read: LIV CONSTANTINE
Wednesday, June 7
6:30 PM  • Adults
Exploration Commons
ccpl.librarymarket.com/event/constantine

FREE
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Carroll County Public Library’s makerspace 
and teaching kitchen, Exploration Commons at 
50 East, celebrated its first full year of operation 
this past December. In its first year providing our 
community with a collaborative and experimental 
learning space that allows every person over the 
age of eight to learn new skills through access to 
equipment, EC50 offered 286 programs with 3,926 
attendees. Individuals, couples on a date night, 
groups of friends, and family members bonded and 
made a new community of makers while taking 
these classes and programs together. Community 
members also earned 370 equipment certifications 
to use equipment available in the makerspace.

On Saturday, December 17, EC50 hosted a one-year 
anniversary Maker Expo with 20 different makers 
participating who created projects at EC50. Over 
100 attendees visited our local makers during 
the Maker Expo, and shopped for items made at 
EC50, small treats made in our teaching kitchen, 
donated to our spice drive for local food banks, and 
entered hourly raffles for EC50 themed prizes.

Don’t miss out on a great learning experience. 
Find programs to attend at EC50 on our 
calendar of events: https://ccpl.librarymarket.
com/events/month?branches=391

Get a jump-start on your equipment certifications 
here: https://explorationcommons.carr.org/
makerspace/equipment-trainings.asp

First Anniversary Maker Expo
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March is National Quilting Month,  
and we are delighted that we will be joining 
the Carroll County Barn Quilt Trail this year.
On March 1, CCPL and EC50 unveiled our 
staff-designed barn quilt on the south side of 
the EC50/Westminster Branch building.

We are commemorating joining the Barn Quilt Trail 
with our staff-designed and produced ornaments 
that feature a laser-etched version of our barn quilt 
design. Customers can purchase these for $5 each 
at EC50 and the Westminster Branch. We will be 
celebrating with quilting-themed programming 
at EC50 throughout the month of March.

National Quilting Month

Interested in learning to sew and quilt?  
Take our sewing machine certification training 
course. Once you have completed the online 
training, schedule your in-person practical session to 
complete the certification process. Find the online 
training here: https://my.nicheacademy.com/
carrlibrary/course/40112
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Master Gardener Barbara Trump from the North Car-
roll Branch fondly remembers the lessons she learned as 
a child in the garden. Her grandmothers and great-grand-
mothers, all hardworking farming folk, used to give her a 
plant every year when she was growing up and it was her 
task to take care of that plant and help it grow. Her grand-
mothers also expressed their kindness and generosity as 
they gave their vegetables and home-grown flowers to the 
less fortunate members of the community. Barbara remem-
bers how the people receiving these garden gifts would 
light up with joy. It is these loving memories that fostered 
Barbara’s love of gardening and inspired her to become a 
Master Gardener over 27 years ago.

Becoming a Master Gardener requires extensive studying, 
an exam, and yearly volunteer hours to maintain the status 
as a Master Gardener. Marty Hankins, President of the Car-
roll County Chapter of the Master Gardeners, explains that 
the purpose of the Master Gardeners is to be a volunteer for 
the University of Maryland Extension to educate the public. 
Master Gardeners provide gardening education through-
out the county at various library branches, expos, fairs, seed 
swap days, and plant sales. There are several state-wide sub-
groups of expertise including Bay-Wise, Grow It Eat It, Pol-
linators, Native Plants, Composting, and Ask a Master Gar-
dener. The first Ask a Master Gardener table was established 
at the North Carroll Branch several years ago. Marie Fish, a 
Master Gardener for 9 years, says that though the Master 
Gardeners offer classes at the UME-Carroll County Exten-
sion office, she thinks it is important to partner with the 
library to provide classes to as many individuals in Carroll 
County as possible. She finds Carroll County Public Library 
to be an excellent partner for friendliness, available space, 
and technical abilities. The Ask a Master Gardener table at 
the North Carroll Branch started with Barbara Trump and 
Marcia Bogash, and is now run by Barbara Trump and Barb 

Myers, a Master Gardener for 14 years. When asked why she 
loves gardening, Barb Myers says that she enjoys being out-
side in the fresh air, seeing all the birds and butterflies, and 
sharing her love of gardening with others. When someone 
mentions that they are terrible at gardening, Barb Myers 
suggests learning what is best for your area, because what 
a person is trying to grow may not be suited for their area. 
Barbara Trump says, “don’t ever give up!” because all garden-
ers have failures and successes. Everyone can have a green 
thumb when they ask questions, read, and practice.

In addition to informational programming, Carroll County 
Master Gardeners were also partners in establishing the gar-
dens at the Finksburg Branch. It began in 2018 when Court-
ney Coddington, who was the Agent Associate of Home 
Horticulture for the Master Gardeners at the time, asked 
for volunteers to work on developing a new garden at the 
branch. Terri Connor, Marie Fish, and Laura O’Callaghan, all 
Master Gardeners, designed the original gardens at Finks-
burg Branch. Plants were purchased from local nurseries 
and five of the gardens were made possible by a grant from 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. All of the plants in those 
gardens are native to the Piedmont Region, which includes 
Carroll County. Terri Connor, a Master Gardener for 12 years, 
designed the front gardens and redesigned the existing 
Reflection Garden. Marie Fish designed the Bullock Rock 
Garden with rocks donated by Bob and Anita Bullock. Eileen 
Stoner, a Lioness in the Roaring Run Lions Club, designed 
the Children’s Garden. Laura O’Callaghan, who has been a 
Master Gardener for 9 years, observes that the gardens at 
Finksburg Branch would not exist without the hard work 
of many local gardeners and volunteers including Heather 
Owings, Max Eber, Rose Norseth, Lynn Wheeler, Richard 
& Karen Soisson, Lorraine Fulton and her husband, Karen 
Merkle, Pat Preston, the Roaring Run Lions Club, volunteer 
students, and many others. The hard work of these volun-
teers has beautifully transformed the Finksburg Branch and 
unites the community in the appreciation of nature. In addi-
tion to adding beauty to the branch and uniting the commu-
nity, the library is supporting local pollinators and wildlife 
by planting native plants. With the dramatic drops in bird 
and insect populations, Laura says that “Every garden can 
be part of the solution.”

Partner Highlight:  Carroll County Master Gardeners
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Ask a Master Gardener Plant Clinic
Eldersburg Branch
Saturdays from 10:00 to 11:30 AM 
April 22, May 20, June 10 & 24, July 8 & 29

Ask a Master Gardener
North Carroll Branch
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 AM 
March 21, April 18, & May 16

CCPL hosts Master Gardener 
programs at most branches 
throughout the year, including 
the popular Ask a Master 
Gardener at the Eldersburg and 
North Carroll Branches. Be sure 
to check out our calendar of 
events to see the latest classes 
and programs at the library! 
Visit: ccpl.librarymarket.com

If you are interested in 
becoming a Carroll County 
Master Gardener, please contact 
the University of Maryland–
Carroll County Extension office 
at 410-386-2760 and ask for the 
Master Gardener Coordinator.

Partner Highlight:  Carroll County Master Gardeners
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Children’s Mental Health 

We invite families to come take a walk with us and enjoy 
our Story Strolls! Story Strolls are free family-friendly 
activities that the whole family can enjoy together and bond 
through literacy while spending time outdoors exploring 
our community parks. There are 20 stations along the stroll 
with activities that families can do to interact with the 
book. The average time to complete a stroll is 30 minutes. 
Featured books along the Story Strolls will be rotated.

Deer Park is a beautiful park running through fields 
and woods at 637 Deer Park Road in Westminster. The 
Deer Park Story Stroll is a partnership between Carroll 
County Public Library, Carroll County Department of 
Recreation & Parks, and Girl Scout Troop #10236.

Memorial Park in Taneytown is a small countryside park 
located at MD Route 140 and Park Drive. The Memorial 
Park Story Stroll is a partnership between Carroll County 
Public Library, The City of Taneytown Parks and Recreation 
Department, and the Boy Scout Troop #718. Construction of 
the stations was done by William Smock as an Eagle Project.

Leister Park in Hampstead is a gorgeous park filled with 
wide-open views of fields located at 4134 Black Rock 
Road in Hampstead. The Leister Park Story Stroll is a 
partnership between Carroll County Public Library, The 
Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County, and Carroll County 
Recreation and Parks. Special thanks to Carroll County 
Homeschool Community Center and Mr. Tim Beavers, 
for construction and placement of the Story Stroll.

Carroll County Public Library is proud to be a Children’s 
Mental Health Matters Champion! We are passionate 
about raising awareness, reducing stigma, and providing 
resources to improve children’s mental health and reduce 
substance use for Maryland’s children and families.
Children’s mental health is more critical now than ever. 
Mental health affects how children think, feel, and act. It 
impacts how they relate to themselves and others, manage 
change and stress, and handle other life situations. It also is 
critical to how children explore their environment, develop, 
and learn. By equipping adults with resources and improved 
understanding, we have the opportunity to change the 
trajectory of children’s lives. Our librarians are happy to assist 
you in finding the materials you need to help your child grow 
up healthy. Find these books and more in our catalog. 
Find out more about the Children’s Mental Health Matters 
Campaign here: childrensmentalhealthmatters.org

Titles for Spring
Deer Park: 
Bear Sees Colors by Karma Wilson

Taneytown Memorial Park 
March: When Spring Comes by Kevin Henkes 
April: From Head to Toe by Eric Carle 
May: Sheep Take a Hike by Nancy Shaw

Leister Park:  
Muncha! Muncha! Muncha! by Candace Fleming

Story Stroll
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“Wayne made his first appearance as a 
volunteer for the Outreach Department in 
about 2014 when he began to participate as 
a ride-along during the Festival of Lights 

parades. Soon after, he began to help out with 
the countywide private and homeschool Battle 

of the Books events, demonstrating a willingness 
to help in whatever role that was asked of him. During the 
pandemic, when Belinda Bauman first hatched the idea for a 
story stroll, Wayne drove to the outlying counties with Belinda, 
gathering information and providing vital insight on the design 
and structure of the stations, which were eventually built and 
featured in the Carroll County Times edition of The Baltimore 
Sun. Belinda says the story stroll would not have happened 
without Wayne’s guidance and encouragement. Since the story 
strolls have opened, Wayne has continued to provide assistance 
with maintenance issues and swapping out books. According to 
our intranet reports, Wayne has logged 43.5 hours with CCPL, 
but I feel quite confident he has put in much more than that.”
 – Joelle Jarvis

“Melanie Merson has been a volunteer with 
CCPL since 1992! She began logging hours with 
the Westminster Branch before joining our 

team in Outreach and has logged a whopping 
7,305 hours total! Since joining our department, 

Mel has taken on the tedious responsibilities 
of collection maintenance that staff have not had time to 
accomplish. She spent countless hours in the past processing 
withdrawn materials by crossing out labels and stickers with a 
black sharpie, converting storytime realia (flannel board items, 
glove puppets, other storytime enhancers, etc.) into new bags and 
labeling them, and counting and assembling packets for Child 
Development Program workshops, teacher training workshops 
and the Kindergarten Library Card campaign. Currently, Mel 
is working on labeling the Storytime Express books with green 
spine labels, removing sticker sheet inserts, and adding CD 
pockets if needed. It is a massive undertaking. She also labels 
gently used withdrawn books with Little Free Library labels. 
Mel takes her responsibilities seriously and is very reliable. 
She always calls if she can’t make it in and is friendly and 
cooperative, and willing to take on whatever task we ask of her.”
 – Joelle Jarvis 

“Katie has volunteered two summers and three 
school years. She has helped with numerous 
children’s programs and regularly helps 

prepare crafts for programs. I nominated 
Katie because she is a solid worker and does 

whatever tasks are asked of her. She especially 
excels when helping children at programs and she has helped 
with a number of programs in the three and a half years she 
has been a volunteer. One of the best examples of this was this 
past summer she helped with a jewelry making program. She is 
knowledgeable about jewelry making and was a huge help with 
this program particularly in helping some kids one on one.”
 – Mark McKinney

“On behalf of the MAC branch, I would like 
to nominate Elizabeth Blake, or as we call 
her, “Miss Betty.” Miss Betty is a long-time 
devoted volunteer and has clocked over 550 

hours! She has previous Page experience here 
at the library, so she has great people skills and 

filing skills. Her superpower, however, is finding 
missing items! Both while she was a Page working on the pick 
list, and while in her volunteer capacity, Miss Betty is famous 
around here for her exceptional ability to locate missing library 
items, even after one or two of us have already searched. 
Miss Betty comes in for a few hours here and there when she 
can, and there is always a “missing” list waiting for her in 
her mailbox, which she takes great pride in. Miss Betty also 
always has a smile and friendly personal greeting for all of us; 
many of us would just love to adopt her into our families!
 – Maria Vilcek

Volunteer Highlights National Volunteer Week is April 16-22

“Mr. Block routinely checks in with us to see 
if he’s needed. He’s a welcome addition to 
our branch. He is a detail-oriented worker. 
If he can’t find the item, we know it is not 

here. He carefully does the tasks assigned and 
puts notations on list so the staff can follow his 

progress and the results of his searches. Not only 
does he help with our collection lists on multiple days a week, 
but he was also an amazing help at Summer Reading Kickoff. 
He was engaged with the children that surrounded the crowded 
workstation. He was a big hit with the kids! Everyone had a 
great time, and they couldn’t wait to show off their bags.”
 – Teresa Tischa

ROBERT BLOCK
 ELDERSBURG BRANCH | 298 HOURS

ELIZABETH (BETTY) BLAKE
 MOUNT AIRY BRANCH | 550 HOURS

KATIE SAUNDERS
 NORTH CARROLL BRANCH | 137 HOURS

MELANIE MERSON
OUTREACH DEPARTMENT | 7,305 HOURS

WAYNE BAUMAN
 OUTREACH DEPARTMENT | 43.5 HOURS

In the last year, CCPL had 120 volunteers who donated 3,433.75 
hours of their talents and skills to the library. These invaluable 

members of the library shelve books, prepare storytimes and 
events, and keep the library running as smoothly as possible for 

librarians and members of the community. We appreciate 
their contributions and thank all CCPL volunteers!
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Battle of the Books is an exciting book-based competition. Students 
compete in teams to answer questions relating to the content of several 
books. The game format creates interest and excitement in reading, while 
cultivating teamwork and encouraging good sportsmanship.

Jennifer Etzel has been involved with Battle of the Books for many years, starting 
at Spring Garden Elementary where she teaches, and for the past two years she 
has coached her daughter’s team at Manchester Elementary School. Jennifer 
enjoys the excitement and camaraderie among the students. “The students are 
exposed to so many rich texts and genres. I know my daughter has really enjoyed 
the program because she has read so many books she may not have chosen 
on her own. Being a coach is a lot of fun and seeing the excitement of children 
related to reading is so inspiring.”  Jennifer believes that Battle of the Books is an 
important educational program because it teaches kids responsibility in a fun 
way. The students create a plan to read their books, schedule times to meet 
as a team to practice, and most importantly the students laugh and have fun 
together while learning life skills. For the 2023 Battle of the Books, Jennifer is 
supporting her daughter at home with reading for the middle school battle.

When describing a Battle of the Books event night, Kathleen Brunnett, Supervisor 
of Media & Technology for Carroll County Public Schools, says, “There is nothing 
like the energy of a gymnasium full of readers, and the family and friends there to 
support them. A solid example of how reading can bring a community together.”

Battle of the Books grew out of the Learning Advantage Partnership between 
Carroll County Public Library and Carroll County Public Schools. Initially including 
grades 4 and 5 with several middle schools competing as well, it has since 
grown to include local private school and homeschool groups. The mission of 
the Battle of the Books is to encourage reading while highlighting the Maryland 
Black Eyed Susan Book Awards. Through their preparations, students are 
exposed to quality literature representing a variety of styles and viewpoints. 
Additionally, the participants develop reading comprehension skills and 
increase their vocabulary. All this is accomplished while having a great time!

2023 Battle Schedule:

FRIDAY, MARCH 31 • 6:30 PM
• Mount Airy area CCPS Elementary School 

Battle at South Carroll High School (Mount 
Airy & Winfield Elementary School)

FRIDAY, APRIL 14 • 6:30 PM
• Eldersburg area CCPS Battle at Century 

High School (Carrolltowne, Eldersburg, 
Freedom, Linton Springs, & Piney 
Ridge Elementary School Teams)

• North Carroll area CCPS Elementary Battle 
at Manchester Valley High School (Ebb 
Valley, Hampstead, Manchester, and Spring 
Garden Elementary School Teams)

• Westminster area CCPS Battle at 
Westminster High School (Friendship Valley, 
Robert Moton, Westminster, & William 
Winchester Elementary School Teams)

FRIDAY, APRIL 21 • 6:30 PM
• Countywide Private and Home 

School Elementary Battle at North 
Carroll Community School

• Taneytown area CCPS Battle at Francis Scott 
Key High School (Elmer Wolfe, Runnymede, 
& Taneytown Elementary School Teams)

• Countywide CCPS Middle School Battle 
at Westminster High School (Mount 
Airy, North Carroll, Oklahoma Road, & 
Sykesville Middle School Teams)

FRIDAY, APRIL 28 • 6:30 PM
• Finksburg area CCPS Battle at Winters 

Mill High School (Cranberry Station, 
Mechanicsville, & Sandymount 
Elementary School Teams.)

• Countywide Private and Home  
School Middle School Battle at 
Exploration Commons

A Learning Advantage Partnership between  
Carroll County Public Library and  

Carroll County Public Schools
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Sponsorships & Ticketing Information:
Sponsorship opportunities are available for Light of 
Carroll! Those interested in sponsoring should contact 
Kati Townsley at ktownsley@carr.org or visit our website  
library.carr.org/loc/default.asp to learn more.

Stay tuned for more information as tickets go on sale in 
July and will sell out quickly!

Categories for nomination include:
• Basic Literacy Award

• Educator Award

• School Librarian Award

• Organization – Business Award

• Organization – Nonprofit Award

• Arts Literacy Award

• Health Literacy Award

• Cultural Literacy Award

• Technology Literacy Award

• Youth Award

• Adult Award

This is your opportunity to help us celebrate 
the work of individuals, groups, and businesses, in 
promoting and supporting the power of literacy 
through acts of extraordinary kindness, courage, 
selflessness, or education in our community.

Nominations for the 2023 Light of Carroll Awards 
will open during National Library Week (April 23–29) 
and will remain open through Friday, July 21.

It’s Our Community’s Time to Shine!

LIGHT of CARROLL AWARDS2nd Annual

2nd Annual

Coming this Fall!

Scan this QR 
code to find 
the latest 
information!
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Spring Equinox
5:24 PM EDT

Women’s History Month
womenshistorymonth.gov

Irish-American Heritage Month
archives.gov/news/topics/irish-american-heritage

National Humor Month
humormonth.com

National Poetry Month
poets.org/national-poetry-month

International Women’s Day
internationalwomensday.com/

National Agriculture Day
agday.org/

Enjoy titles on Kanopy and hoopla 
free with your library card!
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Black Women’s History Month
blackwomenshistorymonth.com/activists.php

Arab American Heritage Month
arabamerica.com/celebrating-national-arab-american-heritage-month

Asian Pacific Islander American Heritage Month
asianpacificheritage.gov

Jewish American Heritage Month
jewishheritagemonth.gov

Mental Health Awareness Month
nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/ 
Mental-Health-Awareness-Month

Earth Day 2023 Theme: Invest In Our Planet
earthday.org

Memorial Day
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You just learned how to do a new trick on your bike, 
and you want to film it, or you want to record your 

hike in the woods, or perhaps you want to film your pet. Athletes, adven-
turers and amateur videographers rejoice, because Carroll County Public 
Library has GoPros!

Sara Szymanski, Librarian at Mount Airy Branch, had the idea to add 
GoPros to the collection a few years ago when many public library sys-
tems throughout the state and country were expanding their collections 
to include a variety of tech options, including GoPro cameras. Sara was 
thrilled to get CCPL involved in this trend to get technology into cus-
tomers’ hands and so she paved the way for GoPros to be added to the 
collection. When the GoPro cameras were first added to the collection, 
Sara made a short video of the process of returning a book. She filmed the 
book being deposited in the book drop, the check-in process, riding on 
the cart, and being shelved in the stacks. Sara discovered while creating 
her video that GoPros are simple to use, but there are many resources 

online and apps available to upload videos to a 
user’s phone/tablet to save and edit.

Carroll County Public Library offers four GoPro 
Hero 5 cameras and an accessory kit for check-out 
to customers from our special collection. The kit is 
available to any Carroll County Public Library cardholder, age 18 and older, 
with an account in good standing. The GoPro Kit contains the Go Pro Hero 
5 camera, a Go Pro thumbscrew and mounting case, a USB charging cord 
and an adjustable chest strap. Borrowers must provide their own SD mem-
ory card and there are SD cards available for purchase at the branches for 
$15 each. The loan period is 7 days with no renewals. The kits are housed 
at the Mt. Airy Branch but can be requested through the catalog.

Achieve Infinite Possibilities and borrow a GoPro Kit from Carroll 
County Public Library! Find all of our special collections on our website:  
library.carr.org/collections/special.asp

Get Outside with Special Collections
The sun sets on another beauti-
ful spring day in Carroll County, 
with shades of pink and orange 

painted across the sky. The gentle spring breeze carries the scent of sweet 
spring grass and fresh water. With the coming of dusk, the insects start their 
nightly chirps. You feel relaxed and connected with nature as you sit beside 
Upper John Owings Pond in Carroll County, reeling in your last catch for the 
day, thinking about how much you love preparing fresh caught fish for your 
family. Even if you don’t own your own fishing pole, this scene can still be 
yours if you borrow a fishing pole from Carroll County Public Library cour-
tesy of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources.

You may think it is unusual for a library to have fishing poles, but the goal of 
The Library Tackle Loaner program is to increase access and opportunity for 
all Marylanders to enjoy recreational fishing by providing angler education 
and fishing gear that is free to borrow. The Library Tackle Loaner Program 
was initiated by the Center for Environmental Education and Stewardship 
(CES), which is based out of the Chesapeake and Coastal Service Unit of the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources. CES manages and coordinates 
programs funded by the Sport Fish Restoration fund from U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

Furthermore, The Maryland Department of Natural Resources has devel-
oped a new website that provides information on the Tackle Loaner Pro-
gram, including state parks, libraries and soon nature centers across the 
state. The website has information on getting started, obtaining fishing 
licenses, educational programs that the state offers, and fishing hot spots. 
Check out the website at: https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/tack-
le-loaner-program-locations.aspx You can find fishing locations near you 
using the Public Angler Access Map at: https://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/
coastalatlas2019/PublicFishingAccess/

When asked why she enjoys fishing, Chelsea Miller, of Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, says that she loves spending time outdoors 
and fishing connects her to nature and improves her mental health. Fish-
ing requires a lot of patience and sitting quietly in an outdoor area, in our 
otherwise busy tech-filled world. She points out the freedom of choice that 
fishing offers as well, like the different styles of fishing including ice, fly, surf 
fishing and more. You can do catch-and-release fishing, or you can keep and 

eat your catch. Fishing can 
even offer a biological 
perspective with species 
identification, what types 
of fish you are catching 
and why, how it correlates 
to the health of the hab-
itat. Chelsea describes 
watching people make 
their first catch as a very 
special moment filled with 
joy and discovery.

When borrowing fishing 
poles from Carroll County 
Public Library, it is the cus-
tomer’s responsibility to 
obtain fishing licenses if 
needed and follow fishing 
regulations. Our Agree-
ment Form which includes 
information about fishing 
licenses and regulations 
must be signed at the time of borrowing: https://library.carr.org/col-
lections/docs/FishingPoleAgreement.pdf The poles are housed at the 
Westminster Branch but may be placed on hold through the catalog and 
borrowed from or returned to any branch. If you are looking for more info 
on fishing or want to help share the sport, get connected with the Central 
Region Chapter of the Coastal Conservation Association(CCA) Maryland. 
While locally known for CCA’s reef ball building partnership through Car-
roll County STEM and Masonry Tech programs, this non-profit has a broad 
network of members across the state and country, and is hard at work every 
day supporting the health of our public fishery resources, while also helping 
new anglers find their way to the water. Visit ccamd.org or follow the CCA 
on facebook(@CCAMaryland) or Instagram (@CCA_MD) to find out how you 
can get more involved. Happy fishing!
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Available 24/7
Databases: library.carr.org/collections/research.asp

Digital Content: library.carr.org/collections/ebooks.asp

Browse local 
interest e-magazine 
Chesapeake Bay 
Magazine on Flipster 
as well as a variety 
of general interest 
titles. Children’s magazines include 
Chickadee, Ladybug, and Ranger Rick.

Newbie investor or experienced one? Check 
out Valueline to help you make informed 
financial investments and decisions.

Want to prepare for a career in Nursing? 
Taking the SAT? Gale Presents: Peterson’s 
Test and Career Prep tools are here!

Looking to sell your car and want a Bill 
of Sale? Want to craft your Will and don’t 
know where to start? Check out Gale Legal 
Forms to access hundreds of Maryland  legal 
forms that can be customized by you!
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Visit library.carr.org/collections/special.asp to search the catalog and reserve your items.

Carroll County Public Library offers Chromebook laptops 
for checkout to customers. CCPL Chromebooks are made 
possible by a Maryland Emergency Education Relief 
(MEER) Grant through the Department of Housing and 
Community Development Office of Statewide Broadband. 
The intended purposes of the Chromebooks are to address 
the deficit of broadband resources available to unserved 
and underserved students in the state of Maryland. 
Additionally, they are intended to assist agencies and 
education-related entities, like CCPL to continue to provide 
educational services to all students, to support their ongoing 
functionality, and to overcome the impacts of COVID-19, 
the digital divide, and related issues in distance learning.

Chromebooks can be requested through the catalog.

• Chromebooks are available to 
Maryland residents aged 18 
and older, with a CCPL library 
account in good standing. CCPL 
will verify the customer’s age and 
residency with a picture ID and 
account status before checkout.

• The loan period is 3 weeks.

• Chromebooks can be renewed 
up to 5 times if no one 
else has reserved one.

• Chromebooks come in a bag with 
a charging cord and instructions 
for use as well as a toll-free 
number for tech support.

Check out a Laptop Computer!

Special Collections
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DONORS

FRIENDS

In Honor & Memorium
Jeff Brosius in Honor of Ms. Emily Renfro,  
a teacher at Oklahoma Road Middle School.
Amy Bryant in Honor of Carol Blincow.
Ken Buerger in Honor of his mother, Wendy.
Elizabeth Zubroff in Honor of Grandsons  
Will and Matthew Quinn.

Exploration Commons
Steve Aquino
Marsha Brand
Erik Ferragut
Louise Haydu
Mallory Kuesterer
Timothy Lyons
Joseph Matukonis
Scott L. Murchie
Lisa and Robert Wack
Kara Wolfe
Sharron Hafner Yingling & John Yingling

Elizabeth M. Arthur
Dale E. Deaton
Kelly M. Frager
Freedom Dental Care
Sharon Glass
Nancy Hiatt
Steve Hirsch / Beth Blevins
Earle D. Hutchinson

Amanda McGuire
Karen Merkle
Christa Pusateri
Jane Schiemer
Cheryl Steinbacher
Anne R. Townsley
Cathy Vane
Melvin Joseph E. Whelan

Friends of CCPL support the library through advocating for public funding for libraries, promot-
ing awareness of public library services, and enhancing library program resources. As a benefit 
of membership, Friends receive advance notice of signature author events like Day for Book 
Lovers. Current Friends are invited to our Annual Membership Meeting.

Join online today at library.carr.org/about/support.asp or at your local branch.

Carroll County Public Library benefits from the generosity of many organizations and individ-
uals. This support allows us to enhance services, collections of materials, and programming. To 
find out how you can also help us provide enriching experiences and infinite possibilities for all 
ages, log on to library.carr.org/about/support.asp or call 410.386.4500.

Membership Fees

Individual Annual: $5.00
Family Annual: $10.00
Business/Organization Annual: $10.00
Sustaining (Lifetime): $100.00

 Friends make a difference at CCPL! 

Friends of CCPL
Cori Brown
GFWC Woman’s Club of Westminster, Inc.
Karen Yoke

General Library Donations
Elizabeth M. Arthur
Susan Case
Denise M. Houle-Desmond
Pritam Dodeja
Brian Habecker
Julie Harman
Edit Haschert
Linda K. Ibex
Deborah Jenkins

Christine Jordan
Wade E. Krueger
Amy Miller Myers
Peggy Miller
Lisa Picker
Nicol Sager
Deborah Schaeffer
Ronald Schueler
Melvin Joseph E. Whalen

Thank you Friends and Donors!

Special Collections



TJ, Outreach

Grandad’s Camper by Harry Woodgate 
An easy picture book about a little girl 
convincing her grandfather to get back out 
into the world after the passing of his partner. 
It’s so cute, and the pictures are beautiful! 

Josh, Finksburg Branch

Out of OZ by Gregory Maguire 
Maguire’s remarkable series, The Wicked Years, comes 
full circle with the fourth and final installment of the 
land of Oz. Out of Oz reimagines L. Frank Baum’s magical 
world over the rainbow as full of social unrest.

Shawn, Finksburg Branch

The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes Us Happier, 
Healthier, and More Creative by Florence Williams  
A global investigation into nature’s restorative 
benefits and why we are drawn to the natural world.

Keri, CCPL Headquarters

Crocodile on the Sandbank by Elizabeth Peters  
This book kicks off a series that is great for anyone 
who loves mysteries, history, and strong heroines. 
Follow the adventures of Amelia Peabody as she 
overcomes the stereotypes of the Victorian era to 
become an archaeologist in Egypt while solving crime.

Amber, CCPL Headquarters

The National Parks: America’s Best Idea by Ken Burns  
This documentary series tells the story of an idea as 
uniquely American as the Declaration of Independence 
and just as radical: that the most special places in the 
nation should be preserved, not for royalty or the rich, 
but for everyone. Follow the stories of people from every 
conceivable background who were willing to devote 
themselves to saving some precious portion of the land they loved. 
Watch free on Kanopy.

Amber, CCPL Headquarters

The Heartbeat of Trees  
by Peter Wohlleben  
In an era of cell phone addiction and ever-expanding 
cities, Wohlleben is convinced that age-old ties linking 
humans to the forest remain alive and intact. Whether 
we observe it or not, our blood pressure stabilizes near 
trees, the color green calms us, and the forest sharpens 
our senses. Drawing on new scientific discoveries, The Heartbeat of 
Trees reveals the profound interactions humans can have with nature.

Heather, Finksburg Branch

A Borrowing of Bones by Paula Munier  
In the middle of summer, in the Vermont wilderness, 
Mercy Carr and her canine companion, Elvis the 
bomb-sniffing dog, stumble across an abandoned 
baby and a shallow grave. With their combined experience as former 
military police, Mercy and her dog investigate the connection 
between the living baby and the pile of bones they found nearby.

Liz, Westminster Branch

A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson  
Always a great read, this book features an entertaining 
recounting of two friends attempting to section hike the 
Appalachian Trail interspersed with historical tidbits 
about the trail, National Parks, and land preservation.

Christine, Finksburg Branch

Nature’s Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation 
That Starts in Your Yard by Douglas Tallamy 
With food costs soaring and insect, bird and wildlife 
populations plummeting, you may be wondering what 
you can do to help. The answer is quite easy, create a 
native sanctuary at your home! Ideally, if you give up 
half your yard to native plants, our pollinators will thrive. Don’t have a yard? 
Plant keystone species of flowers in pots to attract pollinators and give them 
places to stop on their migration route. Nature’s Best Hope will help guide 
your efforts in creating a landscape of ecological significance.

Liz, Westminster Branch

Bringing Nature Home by Douglas Tallamy 
This title is a must-read for home gardeners 
wanting to support native species, biodiversity, 
and responsible environmental stewardship in 
their home gardens. I highly recommend it.

Barbara, CCPL Headquarters

The Nature of Oaks by Douglas Tallamy 
Tallamy’s most recent book about our 
environment explains the importance of Oaks 
as keystone species and includes resources 
for choosing and planting your own tree.

Lauren-Michelle, North Carroll Branch

We Are Each Other’s Harvest: Celebrating 
African American Farmers, Land, and Legacy 
by Natalie Baszile  
An anthology that brings together writings, 
photographs, and first-person stories to 
examine Black people’s connection to 
the American land from Emancipation 
to today and reasons for the decline 
in the number of black farmers.

Staff Outdoor Picks


